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Haunting ‘Language of Trees' takes root in
folklore mystery
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By Bob Minzesheimer, USA TODAY

L dall gu d ge Of Tree Chost stories, atleast in Hollywood, are

often either comedies or horrors, but llie
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] I | l " % z I Ruby’s haunting debut novel._ Tne‘ _ {5 A to Mixx
4R Language of Trees, borrows its spirits from

the Seneca Indians. I3 Facebook
The resultis a literary, emotionally intense Twittor
ghost story about family secrets and e
regrets. + R
Most of itis setin 2000. Most of its Subscribe
characters are not Senecas, but their ik
folklore and spiritual powers propel the X7 /7o
plot. qQ iGoogle

I's endowed with a strong sense of place: 3]

the real-life lakeside town of Canandaigua in upstate New
York. In the novel, the spirits of the Senecas can still be heard
if you know how to listen.

The plot revolves around the mysterious drowning of a boy in
1988, and how the guiltis borne, a dozen years later, by his
family and other characters.

oxamnos the offoct of a boy’s , drowning The novel is filled with stories like the one about how wolf

on a small lakesxie town n upstate New York packs were once as commonplace in Canandaigua as Indian
burial grounds: “The wolves acted as protectors of the
graves. When the graves began 1o be robbed and the

____ arnfacts disappeared, so did the wolves.”

Ruby, who spent her childhood summers in Canandaigua,
packs a lotinto the plot: the dissolution of a marriage, the
beginnings of another relationship, a kidnapping and
shooting.

The plotlags a bit midway through, but never suffers from
lack of lyrical images as the one of trees: “the most trusting of
all creatures because they put their roots down in one place,
knowing they'd be there for life.”
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